




 

 
SELECTION PROCEDURE – IYPT SOUTH AFRICA: 

  
· At present, the team we are sending to the IYPT is a “Team from South Africa” as 

opposed to a “South African Representative Team”. We make this distinction 
since South Africa currently does not have a national competition structure for 
selecting IYPT participants. National science competitions in South Africa are 
organised by ASTEMI (http://www.astemi.co.za), which is not willing to provide any 
funding for such a structure at present as they are already running a multitude of 
science and technology-focused competitions. As a result, we have to initiate 
participation in a private capacity with a long-term objective to expand the effort 
nationally. 

 
· At present our team scomprise of 5 senior Physics students from Parklands College, 

an independent high school in Cape Town, South Africa 
(http://www.parklands.co.za/) and St John’s College, an independent high school 
in Johannesburg (http://www.stjohnscollege.co.za).  I am currently the Head of 
Parklands College’s Science Technology Aerospace and Robotics (STAR) Program 
and Dr Alistair Douglas is a professional Physicist and a Senior Physical Sciences 
teacher at St John’s College. 

 
· We are selecting our team based on the following criteria: 

 

• The academic merit of our students in the Physical Science subject offering. 
• The merit of our senior students in the National Science Fair 

(https://www.exposcience.co.za/). 
• The merit of their performance in their Senior Science Research Project in 

Grade 11 at Parklands College. 
• The merit of their solutions to the officially published IYPT problems which 

are assessed in one on one interviews with our selection panel which 
consists of Alistair Douglas, Frank Smuts (a PhD student in Applied 
Mathematics at UCT and former GYPT participant) and Don Duffield.  

·  
· Using the two schools as IYPT centres in Johannesburg and Cape Town, we plan 

to grow IYPT in South Africa to other schools and set up a formal ZAYPT (ZA = Zuid 
Afrika “.co.za” is our official ending for emails and websites in South Africa) in the 
next few years. 

 
Yours truly, 
Don Duffield & Alistair Douglas 
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